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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  section  2,  of  an 
Act  of  Congress  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress),  approved  August  10, 
1917,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  has  been  authorized  and  instructed  as  an  agent 
of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
to  obtain  authoritative  information  regarding  the  matters  authorized 
to  be  investigated  under  that  section. 

The  Seed  Reporting  Service  has  been_  established  pursuant  to  sec- 
tions 2  and  8,  of  the  Act,  to  obtain  such  information  concerning  seeds, 
as  may   seem  necessary   or  desirable. 

The  Seed  Reporter  is  printed  at  and  mailed  from  Chicago.  The 
regular  monthly  issue  is  mailed  as  soon  as  off  the  press,  which  usually 
is  between  the  sixth  and  tenth  of  the  month.  On  application  to  the 
field  office  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  59  Board  of  Trade  Building, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  a  copy  will  be  furnished  to  any  one  after,  but  not 
before,  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  first  business  day  following 
the  date  of  mailing. 

CHARLES  J.   BRAND,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets. 

W.   A.   WHEELER,   in   Charge,   Seed   Reporting   Service. 


The  Spring  Wheat  Seed  Supply. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  asked  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  acreage  of  spring  wheat  from  about  18^  mil- 
lions in  1917,  and  in  the  five  years  previous,  to  2il/2  million 
acres  in  1918.  Much  of  this  increased  acreage  will  be  sown, 
it  is  expected,  in  the  States  which  are  already  large  pro- 
ducers of  spring  wheat  and  where  seed  stocks  usually  are 
ample.  In  some  of  these  States,  however,  the  extremely 
dry  season  of  1917  reduced  wheat  yields  to  a  low  point. 
Some  of  the  expansion  also  will  occur  in  States  which  ordi- 
narily grow  but  little  spring  wheat.  In  both  these  groups 
of  _  States  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  considerable  quan- 
tities of  seed  wheat  from  outside  points. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  U.  S.  Food  Administration 
Grain  Corporation  was  actively  engaged  in  buying  wheat, 
it  was  thought  best,  by  the  Seed  Stocks  Committee  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  to  arrange  for  supplying 
seed  wheat  through  that  organization.  The  co-operative 
arrangements  are  outlined  below. 

Seed  Stored  in  Elevators.  Last  September  the  U.  S. 
Food  Administration  Grain  Corporation  provided  a  modified 
license  under  which  elevator  and  warehouse  men  were  per- 
mitted to  store  stocks  of  seed  wheat  until  the  close  of  the 
spring  seeding  season  in  1918.  This  modified  license  pro- 
vided that  samples  of  the  wheat  proposed  for  storage  for 
seed  purposes,  should  be  submitted  to  representatives  of 
the  Seed  Stocks  Committee  for  examination  as  to  varietal 
purity,  freedom  from  weed  seeds,  germinating  power,  etc. 
Only  such  lots  as  were  found  of  good  quality  along  all  these 
lines  would  be  approved  for  storage  as  seed  wheat. 

For  the  purpose  of  insuring  examination  and  record  of 
such  samples,  a  fully  equipped  laboratory  was  established 
in  the  offices  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  in  Minneapolis. 
In  this  laboratory  were  examined  samples  coming  from  the 
States  of  Montana,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Minne- 
sota, Iowa,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Wyoming.  The  ma- 
jority of  these  samples  have  been  approved.  More  than 
600,000  bushels  of  seed  wheat  have  been  approved  for  stor- 
age in  elevators  in  these  States.  Of  this  quantity  more 
than  400,000  bushels  are  Marquis  wheat.  Arrangements 
were  made  also  for  the  storage  of  high  quality  durum  wheat 
seed  of  the  Kubanka  and  Arnautka  varieties,  of  which  more 
than  60,000  bushels  have  been  approved  for  storage  in 
elevators  for  seed. 

In  the  States  of  Washington,  Oregon,  and  Idaho  ar- 
rangements   were    made,    in    co-operation    with    the    State 


agricultural  experiment  stations,  to  examine  and  approve 
the  samples  submitted  for  storage  in  the  warehouses  and 
elevators  in  these  States.  The  demand  for  spring  wheat 
seed  has  not  been  as  large  or  as  important  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  as  in  the  hard  red  spring  wheat  belt,  and  fewer 
samples  have  been  submitted  for  examination,  but  the  work 
has  resulted  in  the  storage  of  good  stocks  of  the  best 
varieties. 

Under  the  modified  license  issued  by  the  Food  Admin- 
istration Grain  Corporation,  warehouse  and  elevator  men 
are  permitted  to  sell  these  approved  stocks  of  seed  wheat 
at  a  price  not  to  exceed  15  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  price 
paid  for  wheat  of  the  same  grade. 

The  price  at  which,  seed  firms  may  sell  stocks  of  seed 
wheat  has  not  been  fixed,  but  the  American  Seed  Trade 
Association  through  its  War  Service  Committee,  has 
pledged  the  co-operation  of  its  members  to  see  that  no 
profiteering  occurs. 

Seed  Wheat  for  Sale  by  Food  Administration  Grain 
Corporation.  The  zone  agents  of  the  Grain  Corporation  at 
Buffalo,  Minneapolis,  Omaha  and  Portland  were  requested 
to  locate  and  place  in  storage  a  large  supply  of  wheat  of 
a  quality  suitable  for  seed.  Stocks  so  accumulated  at  Buf- 
falo and  Minneapolis  have  been  inspected  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  U.  S.  Seed  Stocks  Committee  and  approved 
previous  to  their  being  sold  for  seed  purposes. 

About  500,000  bushels  of  Canada-grown  Marquis  wheat 
of  good  quality  were  placed  in  storage  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
From  this  distributing  point  the  States  of  Indiana,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia,  New  York,  Ver- 
mont^ New  Hampshire,  and  Maine  are  being  supplied.  The 
seed  is  sold  in  carload  lots  by  Mr.  Charles  Kennedy,  zone 
agent  of  the  Grain  Corporation,  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Building,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  The  price  is  about  $2.35  per 
bushel,  f.  o.  b.  Buffalo.  The  Grain  Corporation  is  able  to 
handle  orders  only  for  bulk  wheat  in  car  lots.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  Grain  Corporation  at  Buffalo, 
however,  to  make  the  wheat  they  have  in  storage  available 
also  to  purchasers  who  wish  less  than  a  carload  lot.  These 
orders  are  handled  by  the  George  Urban  Milling  Co.,  of 
Buffalo.  The  price  is  $2.65  per  bushel  for  sacked  wheat 
f.  o.  b.  Buffalo.     The  sacks  are  included  in  this  price. 

At  Minneapolis,  stocks  have  been  accumulated  to  sup- 
ply the  demand  from  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  Iowa, 
the  Dakotas,  and  Montana.  Orders  should  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Frank  L.  Carey,  zone  agent,  Grain  Corporation,  Board  of 
Trade  Building,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  when  bulk  wheat  is 
wanted  in  carload  lots.  No  arrangements  have  yet  been 
made  for  the  handling  of  this  wheat  at  Minneapolis  in  less 
than  carload  lots.  Large  orders  have  been  received  from 
the  southern  part  of  the  spring  wheat  belt,  chiefly  from 
Iowa,  and  all  have  been  filled  promptly  except  when  the 
shortage   of   cars   has   prevented   immediate    shipment. 

In  the  Pacific  Northwest  the  best  available  stocks  of 
important  varieties  grown  there  have  been  accumulated  by 
the  Food  Administration  Grain  Corporation.  Orders  for 
these  should  be  placed  with  Mr.  M.  H.  Houser,  zone  agent, 
Grain   Corporation,   Portland,   Oregon. 

Much  information  regarding  available  seed  stocks  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  chairmen  of  the  different  State  Seed  Stocks 
Committees.  Interested  persons  should  write  to  their 
County  Agricultural  Agent  or  to  the  Chairman  of  their  own 
State  Committee.  A  complete  list  of  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  Chairmen  of  State  Seed  Stocks  Committee 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 
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State  Seed  Stocks  Committees. 

The  Seed  Stocks  Committee  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  has  realized  since  its  organization 
that  if  the  seed  requirements  of  the  country  were  to  be  ade- 
quately met  there  must  be  close  co-operation  between  the 
Department  and  some  authorized  person  or  committee  in 
each  of  the  various  States.  Requests  therefore  were  made 
through  the  States  Relations  Service  to  the  Director  of  Ex- 
tension in  each  State  asking  that  they  appoint  a  Seed  Stocks 
Committee,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  be  in  con- 
stant communication  with  the  Department  Seed  Stocks 
Committee.  The  larger  number  of  the  States  have  complied 
with  this  request,  and  in  most  cases  the  State  Extension 
Director  acts  as  chairman  of  the  State  Committee.  Wher- 
ever the  Department  has  received  no  information  that  such 
a  committee  has  been  appointed  all  correspondence  regard- 
ing seed  stocks  has  been  carried  on  with  the  State  Extension 
Director. 

Below  is  given  a  list  of  the  States  with  the  names,  when 
known,  of  the  chairman  of  the  Seed  Committees;  if  not 
known,  the  name  of  the  Extension  Director  is  given. 

Alabama     J.     F.     DUGGAR,    Chairman,    Director    of    Extension, 

Auburn,  Ala. 

Arizona     E.    P.    TAYLOR,    Chairman,    Director    of    Extension, 

Tucson,  Ariz. 

Arkansas    J-  H.  TULL,  Chairman,  Old  State  House,  Little  Rock, 

Ark. 

California     No    Committee   named — W.    T.    CLARKE,   Director   of 

Extension,    Berkeley,   Cal. 

Colorado         ALVIN  KEZER,   Chairman,  Fort  Collins,  Colo. 

Connecticut     H.     J.     BAKER,     Chairman,     Director     of     Extension, 

Storrs,   Conn. 

Delaware    DR.     HARRY     HAYWARD,     Chairman,     Director    of 

Extension,   Newark,  Del. 
Florida    No  Committee  named— P.  H.  ROLFE,  Director  of  Ex- 
tension,  Gainesville,   Florida. 

Georgia     No  Committee  named — J.  PHIL  CAMPBELL,  Director 

of   Extension,  Athens,   Ga. 

Idaho    No  Committee  named— LEE  W.  FLUHARTY,  Director 

of   Extension,    Moscow,    Idaho. 

Illinois         W.  L.  BURLISON,  Chairman,  Urbana,  111. 

Indiana     G.    I.    CHRISTIE,    Chairman,    Director    of    Extension, 

Lafayette,  Ind. 
Tnw,  ...R.  K.  BLISS,  Chairman,  Ames,  Iowa. 

Tensas"  ..L.   E.    CALL,   Chairman,   Manhattan,   Kans. 

Kentucky' '.'.'.'.'.  ..FRED    MUTCHLER,    Chairman,    Director    of    Exten- 
sion, Lexington,   Ky. 
,  „„ici.n;l  W.  R.  PERKINS,  Chairman,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

M°Ji's2         No   Committee  named— L.   S.   MERRILL,   Director   of 

waine    Extension,  Orono,  Maine. 

MarvlanH  No  Committee  named— DR.  T.   B.  SYMONS,  Director 

Maryland      of  Extension,   College   Park,   Md. 

Massachusetts   ...A.   D.   KILHAM,   Chairman,  Amherst,  Mass 
Mkhigan  ...:R.    J-    BALDWIN,    Chairman,    Director    of    Extension, 

East  Lansing,   Mich. 
Minnesota  . .  D.   A.   WALLACE,   Chairman,   St.   Paul,  Minn.     *C.  P. 

MinneSOta    BULL,   Secretary.   University   Farm,   St.    Paul. 

Mississippi     E.     R.     LLOYD      Chairman,     Director     of     Extension, 

Agricultural    College,   Miss. 
Missouri  ...J-  C.  HACKLEMAN,  Chairman,  Columbia,  Mo. 

Montana     "      ...  F.  B.  LINFIELD.  Chairman,  Bozeman,  Mont. 

Nebraska    '.'. W.    W.    BURR,    Chairman,    University    Farm,    Lincoln, 

Neb.  ,   _ 

Nevada     C.   A.   NORCRO'SS,   Chairman,   Director  of  Extension, 

Reno,  Nev. 
New  Hampshire.. No   Committee  named— DR.   J.   C.   KENDALL,    Direc- 
tor of  Extension,   Durham.   N.   H. 
N«>w   Tersev  .FRANK   APP.    Chairman,    New    Brunswick     NT. 

New     Mexico"    .CHAS.   SPRINGER.   Chairman,   Santa   Fe,   N.   Mex. 
New  York.      .'.!.M-   C.   BURRITT,   Chairman,  Vice-Director  Extension, 

Ithaca.   N.  Y.  ■ 

North    Carolina.  .  B.    W.    KILGORE,    Chairman,    Director   of   Extension, 

Raleign,   N.   C.  TT 

m„-*-Vi     Dakota        W.     R.     REED,     Chairman,     Amenia,     N.     D.     *J.     H. 

Nortn     Dakota...      SHEppERD_  SecretarVi  Agricultural  College,  Fargo, 

N.  D.  ,   „ 

ohio  c.    S.   WHEELER,    Chairman,   Director   of   Extension, 

Columbus,  O. 

Oklahoma    No    Committee    named-T     A.    WILSON,    Director    of 

Extension,   Stillwater.   Okla. 

0rp„nT1  O.    D.    CENTER,    Chairman.    Corvallis,    Ore.     *G.    R. 

ur  g        HYSLOP,    Secretary,    Corvallis,    Ore. 

Pennsylvania  .  . .  M.  S.  McDOWELL,  Chairman,  Director  of  Extension, 
State  College,   Pa.  • 

Rhode    Island A.     E.     STENE,     Chairman,     Director     of     Extension, 

Kingston,   R.   I.  . 

South  Carolina..  W.  W.  LONG,  Chairman,  Director  of  Extension, 
Clemson  College,  S.  C. 

South  Dakota...  No  Committee  named— MANLEY  CHAMPLIN,  Ex- 
periment Station,   Brookings,  S.   D. 

Tennessee     No   Committee   named— CHAS.   A.   KEFFER,    Director 

of   Extension,    Knoxville,   Tenn. 

TWas  A    B.   CONNOR.  Chairman,  College  Station,  Tex. 

Utah  .'.':'.'. '.'.....  JOHN  T.  CAINE  III,  Chairman,  Director  of  Exten- 
sion, Logan,  Utah. 

Vermont     No    Committee    named— THOS.    BRADLEE.    Director 

of   Extension,    Burlington.   Vt. 

Virginia No  Committee  named— J.  M.  JONES,  Director  of  Ex- 
tension,   Blacksburg,   Va. 

Washinston  .  W.   'S.    Thornber,    Chairman,    Pullman,    Wash.     *E.    (j. 

S  •■  schAFER,    Secretary,    Pullman,   Wash. 

West  Virginia... No  Committee  named— C.  R.  TITLOW,  Director  of 
Extension.   Morgantown,    W.   Va. 

Wisconsin  ...R.   A.    MOORE,    Chairman,   Madison.   Wis. 

Wyoming     A.    E.    BOWMAN,    Chairman,    Director    of    Extension, 

Laramie,  Wyo. 

*A11  correspondence  in  these  States  has  been  carried  on  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  Seed  Stocks  Committee. 


Sweet  Potato  Plant  Outlook. 

Replies  to  a  circular  letter  sent  to  about  150  ware- 
housemen, shippers,  and  plant  growers  throughout  the 
Southern  States  reveal  a  general  shortage  of  seed  sweet 
potatoes  in  that  section  caused  principally  by  the  severe 
freeze  which  damaged  practically  all  potatoes  that  were 
stored  in  "hills"  or  "banks."  Large  quantities  of  potatoes 
that  appear  to  be  sound  are  of  doubtful  quality  and  unfit 
for  seed,  and  it  is  feared  that  they  will  rot  when  bedded 
for  plants. 

It  is  reported  that  sweet  potato  growers  in  eastern  Vir- 
ginia, have  placed  orders  with  Delaware  and  New  Jersey 
shippers,  for  several  thousand  bushels  of  seed  stock,  to  help 
provide  for  the  shortage  in  that  section  caused  by  large 
quantities  of  seed  potatoes  being  frozen  in  storage  during 
the  severe  winter. 

In  eastern  North  Carolina,  where  normally  a  large  sur- 
plus of  seed  potatoes  is  held  for  shipment  into  other  sec- 
tions, shippers  and  plant  growers  report  a  heavy  shortage 
and  they  are  endeavoring  at  this  time  to  buy  from  other  sec- 
tions to  supply  local  needs.  Growers  and  shippers  in  the 
central  and  western  part  of  the  State  report  a  small-surplus 
of  seed  stock  in  that  section. 

Warehousemen  in  southwest  Georgia  report  a  small 
surplus  of  good  quality  seed  potatoes,  while  other  sections 
of  the  State  report  a  shortage.  Plant  growers  throughout 
the  southern  part  of  the  State  report  a  normal  supply  of 
seed  bedded  and  they  expect  to  have  a  large  surplus  of 
plants  for  shipment.  However,  some  of  the  larger  growers 
are  reported  to  have  already  booked  orders  for  most  of  their 
anticipated  production. 

In  Florida,  where  most  plants  are  normally  obtained 
by  growers  and  truckers  in  other  sections  for  their  earliest 
planting,  the  outlook  for  a  normal  supply  of  plants  is  dis- 
couraging, because  of  a  shortage  of  seed  stock  locally  and 
because  an  embargo  has  been  placed  on  potatoes  shipped 
into  that  State  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  entrance  and 
spread  of  the  potato  weevil. 

Reports  from  northern  Alabama  indicate  that  there  is  a 
shortage  of  seed  stock  in  that  section.  Plant  growers  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  State  report  that  the  amount  of  seed 
potatoes  bedded  and  available  for  bedding  is  ten  per  cent 
below  normal,  and  that J they  anticipate  a  consequent  de- 
crease in  the  production  of  plants. 

Western  Mississippi  warehousemen  report  a  shortage 
of  seed  stock  because  the  continued  drought  of  last  season 
resulted  in  a  very  low  production. 

Warehousemen  in  northwestern  Tennessee  report  a  sur- 
plus of  seed  stock,  also  eating  potatoes  suitable  for  seed 
stock,  in  storage  in  three  counties  in  that  section.  Reports 
from  other  sections  of  the  State  indicate  that  there  is  a 
shortage. 

Plant  growers  in  western  Arkansas  report  a  50  per  cent 
shortage  of  seed  stock  because  of  an  early  frost  in  October 
before  the  1917  harvest  and  the  severe  winter  following. 

Warehousemen  in  southwestern  Louisiana  report  a  normal 
supply  of  seed  potatoes  and  plants,  but  with  a  proposed 
increased  acreage  in  that  section  there  will  not  be  enough 
to  supply  the  local  demand. 

Some  counties  in  eastern  Texas  report  a  shortage  of 
seed  stock  and  plants,  while  other  counties  have  a  surplus, 
and  this  section  as  a  whole  will  be  able  to  meet  all  local 
demands. 

Plant  growers  in  every  section  who  were  prepared  to 
cure  and  store  their  seed  potatoes  properly  will  be  able  to 
produce  a  normal  supply  of  plants;  others  are  making  an 
effort  to  conserve  the  available  supply  of  seed  for  bedding, 
while  several  are  making  preparations  to  plant  a  large  acre- 
age from  first  drawing  of  plants  so  as  to  be  able  to  furnish 
large  quantities  of  vine  cuttings  for  later  plantings.  The 
demand  for  plants  is  reported  to  be  above  normal,  and  the 
production  of  vine  cuttings  to  supplement  the  supply  of 
plants  will  enable  plant  growers  more  nearly  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  growers  and  truckers. 

To  assist  further  in  supplying  this  demand,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  storage  houses  discontinue  marketing  potatoes 
of  good  quality  for  eating  purposes  and  that  these  be  mar- 
keted as  seed  stock  for  bedding.  A  few  storage  houses  re- 
port a  small  quantity  of  seed  potatoes  on  hand  but  in  every 
case  the  entire  quantity  will  be  used  locally  and  in  adjoining 
counties. 

It  is  suggested  further,  that,  in  sections  where  there  is 
a  more  serious  shortage  of  sweet  potatoes,  they  be  marketed 
in  small  quantities  to  growers  so  as  to  assure  a  wider  distri- 
bution of  the  limited  supply. 
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Partial  Report  of  War  Emergency  Seed  Survey  of  January  31,  1918 


The  accompanying  tables  give  a  partial  report  of  the 
War  Emergency  Seed  Survey  of  January  31,  1918.  These 
figures  were  given  under  the  following  instructions: 

"Enter  in  each  column  headed  "Stock  on  hand"  the  quantity  of  each 
kind  of  seed  named  which  you  had  on  hand  on  'the  date  indicated  at  the 
head  of  the  column.  These  figures  must  include  all  amounts  held  or 
stored  by  you  in  your  own  warehouses  or  in  other  warehouses  not  owned 
or  operated  by  seedsmen.  These  stocks  should  be  reported  by  you  whether 
owned  by  you  or  not;  stocks  owned  by  you  and  held  or  stored  by  other 
seedsmen  will  be  reported  by  them.  In  reporting  stocks  on  hand  January 
31,  1918,  include  all  stocks  which  you  know  are  in  transit  tc  you,  as 
shown  by  your  records  or  invoices. 

"In  requesting  the  stock  on  hand  for  June  30,  it  is  assumed  that  this 
is  the  usual   date   of  taking  annual  inventory  and   represents  "carry-over." 


If  you  take  your  annual  inventory  at  any  other  date  between  June  1  and 
July  31,  indicate  such  date  and  give  the  figures  for  that  date  in  lieu  of 
those   requested  for  June  30. 

"Under  Total  receipts,  include  all  actual  receipts  by  you  at  your  own 
or  other  private  warehouses,  or  at  public  warehouses  during  the  periods 
indicated." 

Reports  were  received  from  all  large  seed  dealers,  but 
not  from  all  small  retail. dealers  and  shippers.  These  figures 
therefore  do  not  include  many  of  the  stocks  at  country 
points  or  in  the  hands  of  growers. 

More  extended  information  covering  this  survey  will  be 
given  in  later  issues  of  the  Seed  Reporter. 


REPORT  OF  VEGETABLE   SEED   STOCKS   FOR  UNITED   STATES   WAR   EMERGENCY    SEED    SURVEY,   JANUARY   31,    1918. 


ITEM. 


Name. 


No. 


Beet, 
Beet, 
Beet, 
Beet, 


Beans — Dwarf  Snap    .  . .  . 

Beans — Garden    Pole    ... 
(not  including  Lima) 

Beet,   Garden   (Imported) 

Beet,   Garden   (Domestic) 
Mangel    (Imported) 
Mangel   (Domestic) 
Sugar   (Imported) 
Sugar   (Domestic) 

Cabbage   (Imported)   .... 

Cabbage   (Domestic) 

Carrot   

Cauliflower     

Celery   (Imported)    

Celery   (Domestic)      

Cucumber 

Kale    

Lettuce   

Muskmelon     

Watermelon 

Onion   Seed   (Imported) 

Onion  Seed   (Domestic)    . 

Onion   Sets   

Parsley    

Parsnip    

Peas — Garden    

Pepper     

Pumpkin   

Radish   (Imported)     

Radish   (Domestic)     

Salsify    

Spinach   (Imported)     .... 

Spinach   (Domestic)    .... 

Squash — Summer    

Squash — Winter    

Sweet   Corn    

Tomato  

Turnip — English   

Turnip — Swede    


1 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 


STOCK  ON  HAND. 


Jan.  31,  1918 


Pounds 


9,885,818 
2,228,423 

583.590 

402,229 

1,056,988 

63,536 

14,343,855 

6,729,169 

169,656 

481,358 

645,472 

7,019 

22,400 

74,683 

1,121,759 

45,461 

896,225 

458,856 

707,209 

62,618 

593,557 

20,119,988 

156,302 

52,306 

29,931,298 

26,644 

222,407 

128,753 

761,203 

30,331 

190,897 

158,203 

127,952 

135,422 

5,391,237 

220,814 

2,164,511 

329,963 


Jan.  31,  1917 


Pounds 


.10,748,984 
'2,348,647 

828,893 

266,090 

1,228,180 

44,469 

10,792,956 

4,289,837 

284,228 

423,858 

373,867 

9,421 

32,005 

53,151 

989,261 

87,786 

-   798,591 

402,232 

586,329 

62,821 

697,690 

11,459,058 

146,737 

130,693 

32,618,673 

32,710 

207,541 

233,798 

902,178 

26,198 

307,298 

66,816 

123,303 

158,544 

6,633,379 

240,608 

3,04S,709 

521,496 


June  30,  1917 


Pounds 


4,536,642 
1,176,651 

643,390 
146,606 
423,086 

25,570 

8,313,462 

2,017,970 

224,457 

430,114 

205,742 

9,074 

20,413 
'  59,030 
8S0,787 

66,835 
617,045 
365,541 
441,291 

25,444 
293,251 

29,260 
131,082 

66,620 
13,169,927 

27,336 
116,669 
138,110 
765,495 
9,694 
165,632 

36,351 
121,704 
114,714 
2,397,123 
139,808 
1,925,919 
272,002 


June  30,  1916 


Pounds 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS. 


July  1, 1917, 

to 

Jan.  31,  1918, 

both 

inclusive 


Pounds 


5,232,108 
2,543,059 

733,889 
163,013 
583,385 

49,732 
4,258,238 
418,880 
347,474 
436,416 
254,537 
8,945 

28,605 

38,173 
638,914 

94,606 
493,605 
346,890 
488,441 

35,551 
237,344 

21,384 

123,661 

104,430 

20,975,035 

24,200 
118,223 
246,049 
890,422 
7,261 
433,727 

33,807 

67,504 

154,815 

1,732,861 

215,230 

3,773,217 

395,898 


July  1,  1916, 

to 

Jan.  31,  1917, 

both 

inclusive 


Pounds 


14,174,496" 
2,297,248 

245,813 

487,758 

376,281 

34,117 

6,225,913 

5,292,964 

36,837 

654,340 

913,224 

2,942 

9,071 

36,692 

1,296,871 

34,221 

983,387 

496,807 

824,267 

111,976 

2,458,618 

24,965,302 

107,320 

88,565 

44,151,135 

33,004 

281,841 

42,986 

620,283 

43,147 

19S.032 

393,117 

172,539 

163,558 

6,845,991 

303,115 

390,923 

107,210 


16,074,924 
2,382,809 

260,932 

252,883 

269,852 

35,745 

9,425,554 

4,626,179 

66,959 

522,375 

447,777 

6,291 

12,141 

35,148 

1,278,885 

61,768 

1,048,059 

354,233 

663,804 

102,918 

1,440,660 

17,714,252 

99,959 

108,016 

48,073,041 

29,732 

292,906 

85,758 

770,136 

26,430 

388,119 

95,632 

217,781 

178,054 

11,693,255 

222,963' 

598,753 

190,019 


REPORT  OF  FIELD  SEED   STOCKS  FOR  UNITED   STATES  WAR  EMERGENCY   SEED    SURVEY,  JANUARY  31,   1918, 


STOCK  ON  HAND. 


Item. 


Red   clover 
Alsike  clover   .  . 
White   clover    .  . 
Crimson   clover 
Sweet  clover   .  . . 
Bur   clover 
Lespedeza     .... 

Alfalfa    

Timothy     

Redtop    


January  31,  1918. 


Unsold. 


Pounds. 


Orchard  grass      .  . .  . 
Kentucky  bluegrass 
Bermuda  grass   .... 
Bromus    inermis    .  .. 
Meadow   fescue 

Rape    

Seed   corn    


18,005,350, 

8,166,243 

1,573,157 

1,175,801 

1,748,540 

131,336 

67,034 

20,911,409 

80,817,643 

11,325,590 

2,524,936 

4,028,911 

58,168 

132,254 

739,541 

3,818,716 

21,243,211 


Sold. 


Pounds. 

11,101,524 

2,415,329 

92,813 

82,470 

322,659 

7,760 

31,186 

4,032,046 

22,434,204 

919,003 

164,691 

454,796 

2,195 

161,440 

147,695 

598,970 

12,497,031 


Total. 


Pounds. 

29,106,874 

10,581,572 

1,665,970 

1,258,271 

2,071,199 

139,096 

98,220 

24,943,455 

103,251,847 

12,244,593 

2,689,627 

4,483,707 

60,363 

293,694 

887,236 

4,417,686 

33,740,242 


January   31, 
1917. 

Pounds. 

31,191,633 

7,005,854 

906,951 

1,428,647 

1,898,583 

71,386 

151,514 

18,538,612 

66,205,481 

10,217,047 

2,184,291 

5,681,385 

63,156 

285,689 

601,858 

2,951,135 

31,401,922 


June  30, 

1917. 


Pounds. 


14,013,644 

2,207,643 

703,358 

1,972,508 

414,215 

83,528 

8,696 

11,064,214 

65,766,410 

7,047,413 

1,377,903 

3,427,819 

33,760 

46,647 

781,494 

584,292 

5,304,683 


June  30, 
1916. 


Pounds. 


5,513,826 

1,553,785 

228,793 

2,046,181 

837,898 

54,204 

1,788 

4,561,468 

17,404,166 

4,122,842 

613,939 

4,559,138 

20,687 

135,045 

1,296,487 

1,108,139 

11,461,327 


TOTAL   RECEIPTS. 


July   1,   1917,  to 
Jan.  31,  1918, 
both  inclusive. 


Pounds. 


47,731,587 

18,029,547 

2,560,742 

3,855,936 

2,951,965' 

281,801 

147,225 

27,744,099 

123,644,258 

15,691,300 

3,623,530 

9,141,285 

88,320 

199,895_ 

968,647 

6,589,551 

32,627,483 


July  1,   1916,  to 
Jan.   31,   1917, 
both  inclusive. 

Pounds. 

58,943,349 

13,707,846 

2,070,354 

5,262,797 

2,597,043 

241,544 

342,061 

34,197,276 

152,300.973 

18,754,606 

3,712,290 

8,025,069 

111,978 

396,551 

1,341,488 

3,326,384 

38,195,486 


SEED  REPORTER 
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SEED    POTATOES    REGISTERED    AND    CERTIFIED 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1917. 

(From   Data   Furnished  by  the   Bureau  of   Plant   Industry) 

The  acute  shortage  of  desirable  seed  potatoes  for  the 
planting  of  the  1917  crop  together  with  the  evident  need  of 
producing  in  1918  larger  food  supplies  than  are  normally  re- 
quired made  it  seem  desirable  that  some  action  be  taken  by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  towards  lo- 
cating growers  and  stocks  of  seed  potatoes  of  high  quality 
and  marked  vigor,  free  from  transmissible  diseases.  With 
this  object  in  view  a  bin  inspection  was  conducted,  it  being 
too  late  in  the  season  to  make  also  field  inspection  as  was 
desired.  The  work  on  the  1917  potato  crop  was  carried  on 
in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Indi- 
ana, Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Colorado. 

It  is  believed  that  the  work  will  have  a  considerable 
value  to  the  southern  truck  grower  who  each  year  must 
depend  upon  the  northern  truck  grower  for  his  seed  sup- 
ply, the  purchase  of  which  is  usually  made  without  any 
previous  knowledge  of  the  quality  of  seed  bought. 

The  registered  seed  potatoes  listed  below  consist  of 
seed  stocks  which  have  been  inspected  in  the  bin  or  storage 
cellar  by  competent  parties  and  found  to  comply  with  cer- 
tain fundamental  requirements  such  as  uniformity  in  size, 
trueness  to  type,  relative  freedom  from  varietal  mixture, 
and  both  external  and  internal  evidences  of  disease.  No 
guarantee  either  implied  or  conveyed  is  intended  to  accom- 
pany this  seed  as  to  its  freedom  from  certain  diseases  such 
as  "curly  dwarf,"  "mosaic,"  "streak,"  etc. 

The  Department  has  not  certified  any  seed  stock  but 
this  work  has  been  done  by  the  different  State  organiza- 
tions. The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  seed 
certified  in  the  different  States  where  work  has  been  con- 
ducted. Certified  seed  potatoes  differ  from  regist'ered  seed 
potatoes  in  that  the  plants  were  inspected  once  or  twice 
during  the  growing  season  in  order  to  detect  varietal  mix- 
tures and  obscure  diseases  not  manifested  in  the  tubers  and 
must  also  measure  up  to  certain  standards  of  yield. 

SEED  POTATOES'  REGISTERED  IN  UNITED  STATES,   1917. 


STATES. 


VARIETIES. 


u 

hU 

c 
E 
.5 

'u 

m 

O 

K 

£.2 

«x 
WO 

C 
<U 

u 

o 

5 

It 

T3  w 
u  O 

OE- 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

♦Colorado 



304,343 

304,343 

Indiana 

440 

30 

70 

720 

333 

24,752 

13,777 

40,124 

Maine 

28,125 

2,475 

9,250 

39,850 

Massachusetts 

600 

500 

1,500 

2,600 

Minnesota 

3,400 

1,435 

500 

46,175 

13,025 

2,050 

5,875 

72,460 

N.  Hampshire 

400 

14,990 

500 

3,600 

19,490 

Vermont 

1,500 

16,650 

1,800 

19,950 

Wisconsin 

19,870 

144.060 

27,215 

6,700 

70,425 

48,950 

9,510 

326,730 

Totals 

54,335 

145.525 

30,760 

53.595 

126,175 

76,252 

338,905 

825,547 

*No  tabulations  by  varieties  available. 
SEED   POTATOES   CERTIFIED   IN  UNITED   STATES,    1917. 


State. 


Bushels. 


Varieties. 


Organization  by  Which 
Certified. 


Idaho 

16.000 

Maine 

56,700 

Maryland 

10,000 

New    York 

77,745 

Oregon 

6,666 

Wisconsin 

98,000 

Total 

265,111 

Idaho  Rural,  Netted  Gem, 
Irish    Cobbler. 

Cobbler,  Gold  Coin, 
Green  Mountain,  Eu- 
reka, Spaulding  Rose, 
Delaware. 

Cobbler,  Gold  Coin, 
Green   Mountain. 

Cobbler,  Early  Rose, 
Early  Ohio,  Bovee,  Pu- 
ritan ,  Rurals,  Russet 
Rurals,  Green  Moun- 
tain,  American    Giant. 

Burbank,  Netted  Gem, 
White  Rose,  Uncle 
Sam. 


Cobbler,  Triumph,  Rural 
Burbank,  Green  Moun- 
tain. 


State  Pure  Seed  Com- 
mission. 

State  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture and  Maine 
Seed  Improvement  So- 
ciety. 

Western  Maryland  Seed 
Potato   Growers'  Assn. 

New  York  State  Potato 
Association. 


Certification  Board  of  Ex- 
tension Division  of  Ore- 
gon Agricultural  Col- 
lege. 

Horticultural  Department 
of  Wisconsin  College 
of   Agriculture. 


SEED   VELVET   BEAN   SUPPLY. 

Reports  from  over  fifty  of  the  larger  and  more  impor- 
tant seed  velvet  bean  shippers  in  southern  Georgia  and 
Alabama  and  western  Florida,  the  sections  where  practically 
the  entire  surplus  of  seed  is  produced,  indicate  that  a  normal 
supply  is  available  and  is  being  prepared  for  shipment  this 
season. 

The  greatest  demand  for  seed  seems  to  be  in  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  and  Mississippi  because  of  the  rapid  extension  of 
the  acreage  of  this  crop  in  those  States.  Several  cars  are 
reported  to  have  been  shipped  into  that  section  from  Ala- 
bama and  Georgia  points.  There  is  also  a  heavy  demand  in 
sections  farther  north  and  east  where  the  beans  failed  to 
mature  in  1917  because  of  early  frost,  and  where  the  acreage 
is  also  being  extended. 

Heretofore,  the  chief  factor  affecting  the  development 
of  the  seed  velvet  bean  industry  has  been  a  lack  of  adequate 
machinery  for  threshing  or  hulling  and  preparing  the  beans 
for  market.  However,  there  are,  apparently,  increased  facili- 
ties for  handling  this  commodity,  and  dealers  and  shippers 
will  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  increased  demand. 

The  quality  of  "huller  run"  seed  this  season  is  reported 
as  fair  to  good,  which  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  previous 
years,  while  a  few  shippers  are  offering  seed  that  has  been 
carefully  selected,  recleaned,  and  graded  that  is  of  superior 
quality. 

Owing  to  the  higher  price  being  paid  by  the  mills  for 
beans  in  the  pod,  and  the  increased  cost  of  bags  and  labor, 
seed  beans  of  the  Alabama  and  Georgia  varieties  (known 
locally  as  "Early  Speckled,"  "Hundred-day  Speckled," 
"Early  Ninety-day"  etc.)  are  selling  at  this  time  at  $1.65  to 
$2.00  per  bushel,  f.  o.  b.  shipping  point.  This  is  40  cents  to 
75  cents  per  bushel  higher  than  was  being  received  by  ship- 
pers at  a  corresponding  time  last  season.  The  Osceola 
variety  is  selling  at  $3.00  per  bushel  f.  o.  b.  shipping  point, 
which  is  about  the  same  as  last  season's  price  at  this  time. 
Although  there  is  an  increased  quantity  of  this  variety  avail- 
able for  seed,  there  has  been  a  corresponding  increase  in 
demand  which  has  served  to  stabilize  prices. 

Shipments  of  seed  velvet  'beans  up  to  this  time  are 
about  the  same  as  for  last  season  and  a  much  heavier  move- 
ment is  anticipated  during  March  and  April  as  the  planting 
season    approaches. 


THE  NAVY  BEAN  SEED  SITUATION. 

Because  of  the  early  frost  of  1917  and  the  weather  dur- 
ing October  and  November  which  was  not  good  for  drying, 
a  large  portion  of  the  navy  bean  crop  in  Michigan  and  New 
York  contains  an  excessive  amount  of  moisture.  This  fact 
has  been  fully  recognized  by  elevator  and  warehouse  men 
as  well  as  by  the  United  States  Food  Administration. 

While  it  is  known  that  considerable  quantities  of  beans 
matured  before  the  frost,  it  is  not  known  what  percentage 
of  the  general  market  crop  was  sufficiently  mature  to 
withstand  the  subsequent  severe  weather,  and  consequently 
it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  say  how  much  navy  bean 
seed  of  satisfactory  germination  will  be  available  for  plant- 
ing. The  Department  of  Agriculture  wishes  to  urge  every 
seedsman,  elevator  man  and  warehouseman  who  is  handling 
beans  for  seed  purposes,  whether  in  large  or  small  quan- 
tities, to  make  a  germination  test  of  his  stock  at  once  and 
sell  the  beans  accompanied  by  a  tag  showing  the  percentage 
of  germination  upon  a  given  date,  together  with  the  name  of 
the  State  where  the  beans  were  grown.  The  Department 
further  believes  that  it  is  desirable  that  all  seedsmen,  ele- 
vator men,  and  warehousemen  urge  the  farmers  with  whom 
they  come  in  contact  to  make  germination  tests  of  any 
navy  beans  that  they  are  holding  for  seed. 


SWEET   SORGHUM   SEED   SITUATION. 

In  the  principal  sweet  sorghum  seed  producing  States, 
composed  of  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Nebraska,  and  Texas,  it  is 
estimated  that  there  was  a  50  per  cent  reduction  in  the 
quantity  of  sweet  sorghum  seed  produced  in  1917  because 
of  the  general  early  frost. 

Jobbers  in  the  Missouri  Valley  district  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  finding  large  supplies  in  Missouri,  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  where,  normally,  no  surplus  has 
been  produced;  and  this  will  aid  materially  in  offsetting  the 
shortage   in  the   principal  producing  States. 

With  the  improved  transportation  during  the  past  three 
weeks,  movement  from  country  points  has  increased  and 
many  of  the  larger  jobbers  expect  to  receive  a  large  per- 
centage of  their  purchases  during  the  next  two  weeks.  The 
market  is  lower  because  of  the  anticipation  of  heavier  re- 
ceipts and  because  the  demand  has  showed  signs  of  weak- 
ening. 


